
Historians will appreciate Stevenson’s skilled critical analysis of archival and policy 
documents. Historians of childhood and youth will be interested in understanding 
how racialized, gender, and class policies undermined Indigenous kinship networks, 
disrupting the relationships between young people and their First Nations and Métis 
families, communities, and identities. For historians of education, this study dem-
onstrates how colonized institutions work in combination to assimilate or eliminate 
Indigenous peoples. Historians of education need to assist teachers in understanding 
how they, like social workers, play a significant if unintended role in the intimate 
integration of Indigenous children into Euro-Canadian ways of life, thus eliminating 
“Indigenous subjectivities, kinship, and nations” (34).

Lynn Lemisko
University of Saskatchewan

Survivors of the Assiniboia Indian Residential School and Andrew Woolford, eds.

Did You See Us? Reunion, Remembrance, and Reclamation at an Urban Indian 
Residential School

Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 2021. 272 pp.

Did You See Us? asks readers to participate in a reunion amongst a sociologist, the 
Winnipeg community, and Survivors of the Assiniboia Indian Residential School. 
Operating between 1958 and 1973, this residential institution was different than 
the previous fifteen that existed in Manitoba, as it was both the first residential high 
school in the province and the first within an urban setting (Winnipeg). Administered 
by the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the school existed as a place to offer high school 
education for students from remote communities. In this way, the school presented 
itself to be a typical urban high school, but the varied student perspectives acknowl-
edged, “it was still a residential school” (16).

By the time survivors arrived at Assiniboia, they had experienced multiple resi-
dential schools under the direction of various religious denominations. Therefore, 
some students, including the late Theodore Fontaine, thought of the school as “a little 
oasis in a sea of turbulent seas” due to the higher quality of food and caring teachers 
who pushed them to do well both in academics and extracurriculars (29). The school 
day was still structured around prayers, a strict segregation of genders, and isolation 
from their home communities. However, in comparison to their former Indian day, 
residential, or public schooling experiences that happened before or after Assiniboia, 
the urban high school was remembered more fondly for many students. These recol-
lections were in part due to the friendships that were made, additional extracurricular 
activities including dances, sports, community events, and the opportunity for many 
students to explore an urban area for the first time.

The physical book was created in conjunction with Survivors from The Assiniboia 
Residential School Legacy Group and Dr. Andrew Woolford, an experienced sociologist 
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on this topic. As a settler scholar, Woolford’s name does not appear on the cover of the 
book and only appears after the Survivors’ stories in part 3. This act of centring the 
community’s history as an author demonstrates Woolford’s commitment to answering 
the title of the book, Did You See Us? We are forced to confront this story from the per-
spective of residential school survivors rather than an academic. Woolford’s chapter is 
followed by four additional parts, which recount stories from former staff, neighbours, 
the general Winnipeg community, and three separate reunions (2013, 2015, 2017). 
Together, these distinct parts combine Indigenous community research, oral history, 
and archival analysis into an informative account of this understudied institution.

The purpose of the book is to help survivors in “reclaiming our former school and 
its legacy” for healing and commemoration (xxiii). This was a twofold goal which 
included the creation of new spaces to share stories about the school while survivors 
were still alive, and at the same time educating the broader Winnipeg community 
about its legacy. In this manner, the story becomes a collection of multiple perspec-
tives that reads more circular than linear. This works particularly well due to the in-
completeness of the archival record and the varied experiences students remembered 
that was largely dependent on their previous schooling and in what decade they at-
tended. In the mid 1970s, when the school was being demolished, only a few students’ 
embroidery work was saved along with the 1958–59 class photograph. The book fills 
in those missing details when the physical building was reconstructed to fit the needs 
of a new RCMP forensic lab. Did You See Us? also included the perceptions of white 
students around the school, nearby neighbours, former staff, and the local Winnipeg 
community members who were actively engaged in the reunion. Woolford balances 
the varied perspectives of those both inside and outside the institution with the reality 
of the genocidal policies during this period. Did You See Us?, then, is not just a book, 
but a physical archive constructed through a particular context which included physi-
cal reunions, the sharing of historical posters, and the production of a peer-reviewed 
text. The book is larger than its physical presence as it represents a relational memory 
that was led by the local Indigenous community and translated into an academic text.

The book does present a historical conundrum when conducting research at a 
school reunion. As one survivor, Betty Ross, noted, “the residential school either 
made you or broke you” (9). As a result, we hear a lot from the students who were 
“made” in the school and nothing from the students who either passed away before 
the reunion or did not want to relive those memories with classmates (9). Woolford 
is blunt about these missing pieces: “They are an incomplete set of remembrances” 
in the sense that only some stories could have been possibly shared in 2017 (199). 
However, these “incomplete” memories are better than no memories, and the book 
itself represents the most complete information. It also presents several troubling 
questions about the reality of educational integration efforts for Indigenous people in 
this period and the ongoing experience of Indigenous students who still attend high 
school far from their home communities.3

3 Tanya Talaga, Seven Fallen Feathers: Racism, Death, and Hard Truths in a Northern City (Toronto: 
House of Anansi Press, 2017). 
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In a circular way, the former school building now houses the Canadian Centre 
for Child Protection, ensuring the memory and legacy of its former occupants 
are remembered. I would highly recommend this book for new settler scholars in 
Indigenous studies. Woolford is honest about his inexperience hosting survivor re-
unions and his reluctance to engage in work that only benefits academics rather than 
the Indigenous communities in their area. Woolford employs an “unsettling meth-
odology” which supported the Assiniboia Survivors Legacy Group to own, control, 
access, and possess their histories, and is an excellent template for future Indigenous 
community-led research in education (198). The book will serve as an important 
archive of the Assiniboia Indian Residential School and represents an urban com-
munity’s reckoning with its colonial past.

Jackson Pind
Queen’s University

Leslie A. Boehm

Toward the Health of a Nation: The Institute of Health Policy, Management 
and Evaluation — The First Seventy Years

Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2020. 640 pp.

This book is a lengthy institutional history of the Institute of Health Policy, 
Management and Evaluation (IHPME) at the University of Toronto, published by 
the Institute itself. The Institute and its various precursors were the most important 
public health education programs in Canada for most of the twentieth century, pro-
viding essential training for individuals who would shape public health at the local, 
provincial, and federal levels. The genealogy of the IHPME goes back to the found-
ing of the School of Hygiene at the University of Toronto in 1924, with Dr. J. G. 
FitzGerald as its director. Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, the School would 
establish an international reputation under FitzGerald’s leadership.

The rapid expansion of hospitals after the Second World War drove demand for a 
new class of managers. The Department of Hospital Administration, nestled within 
the School of Hygiene, welcomed its first class in September 1947. Not surprisingly, 
graduates of the hospital administration program found employment in hospitals 
and in government. After 1967, the focus shifted from “hospital” to “health” admin-
istration as the school refined its programs, while concurrently solidifying its position 
as an important training centre for a cadre of administrators who would become 
influential throughout English-speaking Canada.

A lot changed quickly in Canada with respect to health insurance. Selected devel-
opments include the implementation of hospital insurance in Saskatchewan (1947), 
national hospital insurance (1957), and Saskatchewan’s health insurance (1962). This 
was capped off by the Royal Commission on Health Services (1964) and the pas-
sage of physician insurance in 1966. All of these developments made government an 
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