
In a circular way, the former school building now houses the Canadian Centre 
for Child Protection, ensuring the memory and legacy of its former occupants 
are remembered. I would highly recommend this book for new settler scholars in 
Indigenous studies. Woolford is honest about his inexperience hosting survivor re-
unions and his reluctance to engage in work that only benefits academics rather than 
the Indigenous communities in their area. Woolford employs an “unsettling meth-
odology” which supported the Assiniboia Survivors Legacy Group to own, control, 
access, and possess their histories, and is an excellent template for future Indigenous 
community-led research in education (198). The book will serve as an important 
archive of the Assiniboia Indian Residential School and represents an urban com-
munity’s reckoning with its colonial past.

Jackson Pind
Queen’s University

Leslie A. Boehm

Toward the Health of a Nation: The Institute of Health Policy, Management 
and Evaluation — The First Seventy Years

Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2020. 640 pp.

This book is a lengthy institutional history of the Institute of Health Policy, 
Management and Evaluation (IHPME) at the University of Toronto, published by 
the Institute itself. The Institute and its various precursors were the most important 
public health education programs in Canada for most of the twentieth century, pro-
viding essential training for individuals who would shape public health at the local, 
provincial, and federal levels. The genealogy of the IHPME goes back to the found-
ing of the School of Hygiene at the University of Toronto in 1924, with Dr. J. G. 
FitzGerald as its director. Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, the School would 
establish an international reputation under FitzGerald’s leadership.

The rapid expansion of hospitals after the Second World War drove demand for a 
new class of managers. The Department of Hospital Administration, nestled within 
the School of Hygiene, welcomed its first class in September 1947. Not surprisingly, 
graduates of the hospital administration program found employment in hospitals 
and in government. After 1967, the focus shifted from “hospital” to “health” admin-
istration as the school refined its programs, while concurrently solidifying its position 
as an important training centre for a cadre of administrators who would become 
influential throughout English-speaking Canada.

A lot changed quickly in Canada with respect to health insurance. Selected devel-
opments include the implementation of hospital insurance in Saskatchewan (1947), 
national hospital insurance (1957), and Saskatchewan’s health insurance (1962). This 
was capped off by the Royal Commission on Health Services (1964) and the pas-
sage of physician insurance in 1966. All of these developments made government an 
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important partner in health care, as mostly independent institutions were brought 
into a health care system that required coordination and planning. Government was 
more interested than ever in establishing priorities and creating a plan that included 
both hospitals and community-based services. Over time, the focus shifted from pri-
marily professional education aimed at practitioners and policy makers toward an 
academic and research orientation. Boehm captures this by suggesting that the school 
moved away from management toward leadership, which is an interesting way of 
casting the change over time.

Indeed, the connections that existed between the IHPME and provincial govern-
ments is a strong feature of Boehm’s analysis. The author highlights the “seamless in-
terchange between faculty and the field” (177) that ensured the programs were closely 
linked to both the world of clinical practice and to government decision makers. Not 
surprisingly, many of the individuals who were associated with the IHPME in its 
various incarnations, including J. G. FitzGerald, Burns Roth, Fred Mott, G. Harvey 
Agnew, R. D. Defries, Eugenie Stewart, and Raisa Deber, feature prominently in 
Boehm’s analysis. Through their careers, and the shifting priorities of the School, the 
book also lightly examines some aspects of public health history: the introduction of 
hospital insurance, insured physician services, and approaches to population health. 
Boehm could have considered the nature of expertise in health care planning more 
fully, as well as the impact of having a single setting play such an important role.

There are other moments when a more critical analysis could have been devel-
oped. The author references the idea of a “class fusion” in Britain and by extension in 
Canada. But this is a romantic rendering that fails to acknowledge some of the im-
portant debates that were taking place over the twentieth century. Other authors have 
explored the debates that took place over the nature of health insurance, including 
Esyllt Jones in Radical Medicine, but these are not taken up in this analysis. This gap 
has some unfortunate consequences for the analysis. For example, there is reference 
to an “expanded ideal of citizenship” (28) but this is not seriously addressed. There is 
also a claim that health care came to be “de-commodified” (28) but as other scholars 
have highlighted, this is hardly the case. Dentistry, long-term care, and other im-
portant elements of the health care system, including most physician care, remained 
firmly in the private sector in Canada.

There are also a number of unsubstantiated assertions in the book. For example, 
the author claims that the “contribution of Canadian medial schools to medical re-
search has been ignored, for the most part” (48), but a few lines later, the work of 
Marianne Fedunkiw is cited, who ably explored some of this history. Other histo-
rians, including Alison Li, Michael Bliss, Jacalyn Duffin, and Christopher Rutty, 
have profitably examined aspects of this history. Similarly, Connaught Laboratories is 
described as “unknown” (54), but a few pages later, the author notes that Connaught 
had a “major impact” on diabetes and polio globally (69). Connaught is well known 
and appears in many works (including many cited by the author).

Despite these flaws, Boehm is able to draw on the rich holdings of the University 
of Toronto Archives to effectively explore both new developments and the strong 
continuities that shaped the IHPME and its predecessors. The School was directly 
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and indirectly involved in many of the debates that shaped health care in Canada, 
and this book unlocks some of this history. Toward the Health of a Nation is a rich 
book that will open up space for other scholars to consider how practitioners, schol-
ars, and decision makers associated with the IHPME shaped the organization of 
health services and health policy in Canada over seven decades.

Peter L. Twohig
Saint Mary’s University

Martyn Lyons

The Typewriter Century: A Cultural History of Writing Practices

Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2021. 276 pp.

Martyn Lyons claims that the role of the typewriter in modernization has been 
taken for granted by cultural historians, a state he aims to correct in The Typewriter 
Century. Subtitled A Cultural History of Writing Practices, Lyons notes how the in-
troduction of typewriters changed everyday office procedures, but most of his at-
tention is on celebrity writers and their often uneasy relationship with the machine. 
Touching on writers from a wide range of genres, including philosophy, social com-
mentary, canonical literature, pulp fiction, children’s stories, crime, and romance, 
the book provides an entertaining look at how authors made peace — or not — with 
the typewriter by examining writers’ correspondence, media interviews, advertise-
ments, websites, and blogs. The Typewriter Century provides a feast of anecdotes 
and interesting facts about writers familiar to bibliophiles; Gustav Flaubert, Jacques 
Derrida, Jackie Collins, Jack Kerouac, J. K. Rowling, Ezra Pound, and many more 
names appear in these pages.

In the introduction, Lyons explains his focus on the subjective opinions of writers 
and why an examination of their working methods provides a base for a cultural his-
tory of the typewriter. Chapter 2 traces the technological history of the machine from 
the “Writing Ball” to, finally, the first commercialized Remington No. 1 and the birth 
of the “typosphere,” Lyons’s term for “the global imagined community of typewriter 
users … sharing common practices and common problems, even if the context of 
their working experiences differed from culture to culture” (21). His brief examina-
tion in chapter 3 of how the emergence of typewriters contributed to a new gendered 
division of labour is illuminating yet also disturbing when considered today: “The 
ideal typist was smart, attractive, and deferential. Her job was to read the boss’s mind 
and anticipate his wishes before he had even articulated them” (62), Lyons writes. 
The typewriter has given women independence, he notes, but “ultimately it had en-
slaved” them (62). The next chapter suggests a link between new mechanical printing 
and the aesthetics of futurist free verse forms in modernist poetry.

It is when Lyons delves into individual writing practices and how writers have 
adapted their creative practices to the typewriter that the book is at its best. For 
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