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Joshua C. Blank obtained a BA and BEd at the University of Ottawa before transferring to 
Carleton University to study in the MA (history) and PhD (Canadian studies) programs. He 
has written Creating Kashubia: History, Identity and Memory in Canada’s First Polish Community 
(2016) and articles in Historical Studies and Polish American Studies. A 2019 contribution to 
the latter journal received the Swastek Prize. A regular podcast guest of Ontario’s former min-
ister of education, Sean Conway, Blank teaches at St. Francis Xavier High School in Ottawa.

Catherine Carstairs is the author of Jailed for Possession: Illegal Drug Use, Regulation and 
Resistance in Canada (2006), and the co-author with Bethany Philpott and Sara Wilmshurst 
of Be Wise! Be Healthy! Citizenship and Morality in Canadian Public Health Campaigns (2018).

Natalie Cross (She/Her) is a masters of public history candidate at Carleton University. She 
researches the history of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century residential schools and 
settler colonialism in Canada. She also explores digital storytelling and processes of truth and 
reconciliation.

Kathryn L. Hughes has an MA in history and works as a research assistant at the University 
of Guelph.

Jeremy Istead has an MA in history from the University of Guelph. He was recently a mem-
ber of the Ontario Legislature Internship Programme’s 2019–20 cohort and is currently a 
legislative assistant at the Legislative Assembly of Ontario.

Thomas Peace is an associate professor of history at Huron University College. With Kathryn 
Magee Labelle, he edited From Huronia to Wendakes: Adversity, Migrations, and Resilience, 
1650–1900 (2016), and with Sean Kheraj, The Open History Seminar. He also edits the web-
site ActiveHistory.ca.

Hannah Lindsay Rudderham is a PhD student in history at the University of Ottawa. 
Having explored intellectual relationships between the Soviet Union and the Anglo-American 
West during her previous studies, her proposed research at the University of Ottawa will inves-
tigate utopian thought in interwar English Canada.


