“acculturated mixed-blood with a
Ph.D..” leaves unanswered the ques-
tion as to “whether or not the Female
Seminary was entirely beneficial or
entirely detrimental to the Cherokees,”
observing only that “it was perhaps a
bit of both.” She also does not fully
explore what in fact constituted Chero-
kee identity for the two generations of
mixed-bloods who set the tone of the
school, or for the tribal leaders who
were the seminary s supporters. Mihe-
sush asseris that past students re-
mained “intensely proud of their
Cherokee lineage,” but does not ex-
plore in any detail what it actually
meant-—and means today-—to be a
“Cherokee.”

Cultivaiing the Rosebuds is an ex-
traordinarily intrigining case study of
the critical role played by formal edu-
cation in shaping identity. Despiic the
Cherokee Female Seminary's records
having been 1ost in a school fire in
1887, Devon Mihesuah has recreated
the school’s ethos in captivating fash-
ion. Mihesuah’s larger goal was to
“show that, historically and today,
Cherokee women are especially com-
plex individuals.” This point she also
makes graphically and effectively, not
just for the Cherokees but, by infer-
ence, for Nalive womnen across North
America,

Jean Barman
University of British Columbia

Abbie Morgan Madenwald, Arcfic
Schoolteacher, Kulukak, Alaska,
1931-1933. Norman, Oklahoma:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1992,
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Volume 59 in the Western Frontier
Library. Pp. 196, illus. $19.95 U.8.
cloth.

In August 1931, a young Ameri-
can couple setoff for the Alaska hamlet
of Kulukak as economic refugees from
the Great Depression. Naive but en-
thusiastic, they gradually made ahome
for themselves and in the process were
welcomed into the lives of the people
of the region, Thig little book is a
charming memoir of Abbie Morgan
Madenwald’s expericnces as a teacher
for two years in Kulukak.

This is not a book for those who
would like an examination of peda-
gogical theory and fechnique in the
19305, nor wil if be particularly useful
for those looking for ethnographic de-
tails on anorthers sociely i transition,
Instead, it is a cotiection of anecdotes
with all the classic elements of & good
story: tragedy, comedy, suspense, ac-
tion, and even romance. The author’s
photographs add an interesting visual
dimension 1o he tale.

Aratime when it is fashionable to
agonize over the assimilation pro-
gramme foisted upon aboriginal chil-
dren through Nogth American schools,
ihis book is a quict reminder that the
asgimilation programine was carricd
oul by sene very well-meaning indi-
vidaals. The author came {0 teach in
Alaska with very little knowledge of
the peopie and  apparently no clear
sense of iniention other than © be 4
good feacher. While she and her hus-
band learmned to accommodate to the
realities of their spartan situation, there
was always a hidden assumption that
things ought 10 be done “properly” as
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often as possible, and that the Eskimo
needed to learn those conventions.
Occasionally she reveals the attitudes
of her generation, referring, for exam-
ple, to the Eskimo religious beliefs as
“superstition.” But she never mocks
their customs and her obvious fond-
ness for the indigenous people of
Alaska shines through on every page.
She respected and admired a number
of her new neighbours and genuinely
loved the children in her care, seeking
to make their lives as happy and com-
fortable as she knew how. This is the
gentle face of assimilation,

The book is intended o be enter-
taining rather than educational and it
certainly succeeds in its goal. One is
left, however, hungering for more in-
formation, What did the people of Ku-
lukak think of their schoolteacher and
her husband, the novice reindeer-
herder? Under what circumstances
did she obtain the beautiful clothing
made by Eskimo women? What ex-
actly did she teach in school, and, with
experience, did she change her mind
about any of the curriculum? What did
the community think about the new
technologies and ideas reading them
from “outside?” What did the parents
want their children to learn at school?

Although the book contributes
nothing of substance (0 our knowledge
of the history of education, it makes
delightful reading for a winter’s eve-
ning. It alse serves as a snapshot re-
minder of the experiences and attitudes
of a previous generation in the Arctic.

Kerry Abel
Carleton University

Mary Hurlbut Cordier. School-
women of the Prairies and Plains:
Personal Narratives from fowa, Kan-
sas, and Nebraska, 1860s-1920s. Al-
buquerque: The University of New
Mexico Press, 1992, Pp. 365. $32.50
U.s.

There exists an enduring stereo-
type of the selfless spinster school-
marm, born and bred to eastern values
and ideals, who travels west to effect a
civilizing influence upon the children
of the litle red schoolhouse. Of
course, this stereotype containg more
fiction than fact, but just how far re-
moved it was from the reality of the
1860s to 1920s is brought to light via
Mary Cordier’s discourse on prairie
schoolwomen. Cordier’s subject is in-
digenous schoolteachers, heartland
wonen by birth and choice, for it was
they, and not their eastern couster-
parts, who participated in the carly
creation of an educational system.
These women, the role of teaching in
their lives, and their own role within
emerging communities form the sub-
ject of this book. To recover the lives
of schoolwomen the author has tumed
{o their own narratives, letters, diaries,
iterviews with living pioneers and
their descendants, memoirs, and
school reports. Where possible she
has included photographs document-
ing individual lives, the development
of schools, and the importance of the
land, Many schoolwomen are repre-
sented through these sources, but the
second half of the book is devoted to
an in-depth reatmert of five of them.
Cordier chose to focus her research
about schoolwomen on the heartland



