name. Some children came from
tribes which were historically antago-
nistic to one another. *“We Hopi hated
Navajos,” one narrator recalled (p.
141). Apositive result of tribal mixing
was that the children required a com-
mon language in order to commumni-
cate, providing a forceful incentive to
learn English.

Coleman’s history of Indian edu-
cation is thoroughly absorbing, partty
because it speaks through the pupils
themselves and partly because it en-
hances and corroborates other publish-
ed accounts. The narrations ring true,
because despite diversity of response
they are consistent about what hap-
pened. With equal balance, this book
puts the native back into native history
without resorting to either romanti-
cism or overcompensation.

Marilyn Millward
Dalhousie University

Rosa del C. Bruno-Jofré, ed. Issues
in the History of Education in Mani-
toba: From the Construction of the
Common School to the Politics of
Voices. Lewiston/Queenston/Lam-
peter: Edwin Mellen Press, 1993,
Pp. 653, $109.95 Cdn. cloth.

The sixteen chapters in [ssues in
the History of Education in Manitoba
present a series of snapshots in the
province’s educational history. Al-
though, as Ken Osbomne writes in his
Introduction, they do not claim to pro-
vide a comprehensive history, never-
theless they go along way 1o sketching
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in more fully a framework supplied by
D.S. Woods in the 1930s and Keith
Wilson and Alexander Gregor in the
1980s. Alhough two chapters have
been previously published as articles,
maost have been written specially for
this collection, and the editor must be
congratulaicd for her energy both as an
entrepreneur and as a scholar: she is
resporsible for two chapters on her
own, and is a co-author of two others
and a co-compiler of a chapter of mem-
oirs as well.

After Osborne’s sensitive intro-
duction, which dispenses with old sim-
plistic chestnuts of how culture is
transmitted in favour of more complex
and complicated interpretations, the
chapters are arranged in seven sec-
tions. The first, “The Public Construc-
tion of the Common School,” carries
articles on the Manitcba School Ques-
tion of the late 18905 and on the strug-
gle over modernization in Manitoba
education between 1924 and 1960,
The second section bears a poctic title,
“Opening Pedagogical Spaces,” which
refers o union activities in Brandon
before 1920, Mennonites and educa-
tion between 1888 and 1948, and the
issue of Ukrainian language education.
The third section on Teacher Education
containg one chapter, referring to post-
Second World War teacher education.
The two chapters in part four examine
teachers’ organizations during the in-
terwar period. Part five contains two
chapters on aboriginal education, one
a historical study and the other an ad-
vocacy for improvement in the funire,
Part six, labelled “Women,” has two
chapters of autobiographical reminis-
cence from Sybil Shack, a historical
study of the Oblate Sisters and their
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involvement in education at the begin-
ning of this century, and a chapter on
womert teachers in rural towns, 1947-
60. The final part, “Memoirs,” is a
collection of reflections written by for-
mer teachers.

Gerhard Ens, Marcella Derkarz,
and Brian Titley show how the con-
sumers of education were rarely pas-
sive vessels for current educational
theory, particularly when it carried the
agenda of “Canadianising” new citi-
zens in the shape of a dominant Brit-
ish-Ontario mould. Neither
Mennonites, nor Ukrainians, nor
aboriginals adhered to what Oshorne
terms “‘Anglo-conformity” in educa-
tional policy of the first half-century or
so of Manitoba's existence, (Nor of
course did French-Canadians, as
Monique Héberi’s new work makes
abundantly clear) And as Gsbomere-
minds us in his urbane introduction,
and Tom Miichell and Rosa Bruno-
Joiré show in their article on union
activity in Brandon, there were dis-
putes over what was important in Eng-
lish-language values. On ihe supply
side of educational theory, reformers
struggled to modernize the provines’s
educational sysiem into larger educa-
tional units, with a4 more professional-
ized and burcaucratized staff.
Benjamin Levin, in an excellent piece,
shows how the reformers were
thwarted not by conspiracy, or even
opposing ideas, but by their own insen-
sitivity to the views of rural residents
who saw a threat to rural life contained
in a move 1 provide equal opporauni-
ties to children in all parts of the prov-
ince.

The chapters on teacher educa-
tion, and teachers’ organizations, by

Alexander Gregor, Mitchell, and
Bruno-Joiré, all show how very con-
cemed the teachers themselves were
about conrol over their own occupa-
tion and the matter of upgrading stand-
ards of entry info the profession. A
ceriain defensiveness about this issue
permeates the chapters which quote
the opinions of teachers themselves.
Teachers’ organizations always had the
difficult job of protecting members
who were undergualified af the same
time as attempting o exclade such
people from the profession in future.
That the Teachers’ Federation, later the
Society, worked so well for its mem-
bership, particotarly in the late 1950s
and duoring the expansion of the 1960s,
is a tribute to their leadership and a
renewed sense of confidence among
teachers themselves. Of the chapters
in the book, only Shack’s “Teaching as
Growth” alludes to this time period.
Much more historical work remains (o
be done about education in Manitoba.

FFor my part, I think the best par(
of the book 1s found in the two chapters
written by Sybil Shack. Student,
teacher, activist, principal, administra-
tor, historian, she made history herself
as first wornan principal of a Winnipeg
high school, and “served on more
councils, boards, committees, execu-
tive bodies, and task forces™ than she
can now remember (p. 507). Un-
abashedly autobiographical, so skilled
is her writing, so perceptive her re-
marks, and so well buttressed by statis-
tics and archival research are her
stories, thal the rcader can obtain a
first-rate, first-hand account of educa-
tion in Manitoba since 1917 through
her narratives. She is sometimes
ironic but she is always generous and



her anecdotes illuminate the main
point of her writing. Despite the lack
of an index and bibliography, future
historians will benefit from all chap-
ters in the book, and, I suspect, from
Shack's in particular.

Mary Kinnear
University of Manitoba

Raymond Huel, ed. Western Oblate
Studies 2/E tudes Oblates de Uouest 2.
Lewiston/Queenston/Lampeter:
Edwin Mellen Press, 1992, Pp. 275.
$29.95 cloth.

Raymond Huel has been a major
force in the organizational develop-
ment of the Western Oblate History
Project and has worked consistently to
see to if that a balance exists in all the
forums and presentations at the confer-
ences, Honouring the significant con-
tributions of the Oblates has not
blinded the organizers {rom recogniz-
ing serious human distortions and mis-
takes from the past. The true
missionary narrative, determined
through an honest and open encounter
of many perspectives, both religious
and secular, becomes the essential in-
gredient that will help people come to
terms with the past and hopefully pave
the way to a better future. Research by
all related disciplines into what actu-
ally took place as Buro-Canadian mis-
sionaries and the First Peoples
encountered each other in Western and
Northern Canadais a significant key to
dealing with highly charged issues
(such as the residential school matter)
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that have inflicted such deep and hurt-
ful woundedness upon this nation. Na-
tive and non-Native storytellers,
scholars, and researchers all need 1o
co-operate in this quest.

Western Oblate Swidies 2 consti-
tutes the proceedings of the second
symposium of the History Project
which took place in Edmonton in July,
1991. What is of particular signifi-
cance for the event in question is that
15 1991, the Oblates marked the 150th
anniversary of their arrival in Canada
with special celebrations. The July
24th convocation was special n that it
featured an apclogy and a homiletical
commentary to the apology by the Rev,
Douglas Crosby, omi, president of the
Oblate Conference of Canada. The
proceedings include both texts (in
English and French), which are certain
10 become established as important
historicat documents.

Four papers in the proceedings
deal with the controversial issue of
residential schooling and these shall be
the focus of this review.

Jacqueline Gresko’s essay exam-
ines everyday life in the Qu’Appelle
Industrial School at Lebret, Saskatch-
ewan. She writes from a Native stu-
dent’s perspective and concludes that,
especiatly under the effective leader-
ship of cross-culturally enlightened
missionaries in the nineteenth century,
this school was relatively successful in
helping its students relate to the local
aboriginal communities and provided
cultural continuity for the students, In-
dustrial schools differed from residen-
tial institutions in that they tended to
receive more government funding and
supervision; were located away from
reserves; enrolled older students and



