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academic schools and university
education served to privilege some
women in their compeltition with other
women.  There was less success in
cquipping women to compeie with
men. Again, it would be instructive o
note the feminist argaments of the
time.

There can be no objection to
Purvis’ last senience: “the patterns of
social ¢lass and gender differentiation
established in girls” and women’s
gducation in the Victorian and Edwar-
dian eras arc still echoing in England
today” (p. 130). However, one would
like to know how loud is the echo,
especially in light of the educational
reforms after the Second World War
and those in the 1970s, neither of
which are mentioned. This is a useful
book which identifies and raises as
many questions as it Answers.

Mary Kinnear
St John's College,
Universily of Manitoba
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In Challenging the State, Hilda
Kean asks to what extent British
socialists and feminists were able (o
mount a thorough-going chalienge (o
the system of state education
developed in carly twentieth-century
Britain. In deing so, she raises gues-

tiong that arc both particular to the
history of the British Left from 190{ to
1930, and remain relevant 1o a persist-
ing political dilemma: can education
be used to challenge the political and
economic status quo, and if so, how?
Kean attiempis to answer her ques-
tion by examining both siate strategies
for education and the ideas and
strategies of socialist organizations
and feminist teachers who tried to
mount a critique of education or offer
an alternative to stale education. State
policy, she argues, consciously used
education (o “dilute class conflict” (p.
11). The state’s success in pursuing
anti-socialist aims resulted from its
ability 1o cloak its true ideclogical in-
tentions i the guise of “equality of
opportunity” or extension of services
10 the disadvaniaged. Ironically, she
points out, while some of the
government’s anti-soctalist policies
were severely critiqued by the labour
movement, state control and extension
of education went virtually unques-
tienced, and indeed were popular
policies, including in the Labour Party.
On the other hand, Kean con-
cludes that few socialists were “anti-
statist” in their view of education, and
almost all failed to develop a sophisti-
cated or effective analysis or praxis
around the issue. Early socialists like
those in the Social Democratic Federa-
ton or British Socialist Party simply
called for the extension of state educa-
tion to all, or criticized the economic
function education played for
capitalism. In other cases, socialists
did not develop a “coherent strategy”
(p. 40) relating o education (as with
the Workers Dreadnought) or they util
ized wunrealistic organizing lactics



which alienated them from labouring
people (as with the Socialist Labour
Party). The Communist Party both
critiqued the school curriculum and
advocated that a new form of educa-
tion be developed to fitthe needs of the
working classes and of the revolution
(very much a Leninist approach), but
it too failed to develop effective
strategics for change.

Kean directly challenges the argu-
ments of historians like Martin Lawn
about the incipient radicalism of some
teachers in the post-World War 1
period.,  Using detailed research and
carefully integrating discussion of the
complex arguments over state funding
of education, she suggests that
teachers’ unions, and even socialist
teachers, were “statist” in their outlook
and that they accepted the “framework
for educational debate sct out by the
state” (p. 125), desiring only the right
10 more extensive control of their
classroom. To a very limited extent,
the feminist National Union of Women
Teachers (NUWT) did develop a more
critical view of the state, the resolt of
women’s political experience both
outside and inside the profession fight-
ing for the vote, equal pay, and the
right of married women to work.

One of Kean’s best chapters deals
with the NUWT, as she carefully ex-
plores the social and political influen-
ces shaping its feminism, and the
strengths as well as limitations of its
critique of education. Most of the
book, however, deals with traditional
socialist organizations, and oc-
casionally these could be better con-
textuafized. Changing Communist
notions of education, for instance,
could have been situated within the
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Party’s broader politics and its rela-
tions with the international communist
movement, Though socialist and
feminist advocates sometimes over-
tapped in this period, they were just as
tikely to propose opposing views. Un-
fortunately, Kean does not offer, in her
conclusion, a hint of what an in-
tegrated socialist-feminist critique of
education might have looked like at
this time.

The chapter on socialist youth or-
ganizations does provide insightful
analysis of early attempis to set up
alternative education for socialist
children. Her findings reveal some
ironic contradictions in socialists’ own
efforts; while on the one hand socialist
elders urged youth to rebel, they could
simultaneously be paternalistic (as
with the Socialist Sunday Schools) or
carefully control the political discus-
sion (as with the Young Communists).
Although Kean shows these youth or-
ganizations to be ianovative in
developing a cultural alternative (o the
school system, she ultimately portrays
them as constrained by their inability
10 mount a satisfactory critique of the
state and develop a strategy for
change.

This rather rigid equation of
“true” soclalist opposition/critique
with an anti-statist view is one problem
with the book. By using this strict
measurement, Kean inevitably finds
the vision of almost all socialists {and
ultimately feminists) to be lacking.
Moreover, the state is presented as a
somewhat monolithic, undifferen-
tiated, and extremely coherent self-
conscious force which carefully (and
invariably successfully) pursues its
anti-socialist aims. As a resuit, one is
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left with a rather depressing view of a
smart state and groups of naive, inade-
quate socialists. A more carefully
developed analysis of the state and a
more noanced view of socialist con-
sciousness would have improved the
book. While many socialists of this
time period undoubtedly had a
rudimentary critique of education,
their experiments were sometimes
daring for the time, and reflected, as
Kean points out well for the feminists,
existing political theory and practical
precedents.

Extending her research into one
morce decade, so that the innovative,
though admitiedly “reformist,”
politics of the Communists during the
Popular Front could be examined,
might have provided Kean with the
opportunity to explore more fully the
contradictions of using education to
oppose the state, and also have given
the book a more uplifting and interest-
ing ending. Unfortunately, the hook
comtaing a fair bit of repetition and
detailed historiographical debate
which could have been edited; this
“dissertation” style of writing some-
times makes for dry reading. None-
theless, the questions Kean raises
about the difficulty of developing a
criique of the state and education are
provocative; they are still timely and
troubling dilemmas, needing our fur-
ther attention,

Joan Sangster
Trent University
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Educational history has under-
gone a wonderful transformation in
recent years. There 1s now a growing
interest in and a growing scholarship
that attempts to link educational his-
tory with women, labour, ethnic, class,
and regional history. Historians have
begun to ook at the effect of schooling
on individuals, families, communities,
and the world of work. Studies have
demonstrated that schooling wag given
and received differenty by boys and
girls, rich and poor, natives and im-
migrants, urban and rural residents,
and membéers of various religious per-
suasions. Rury’s Education and
Women's Work: Female Schooling
and the Division of Labor in Urban
America, 1870-1930 is a welcome ad-
dition to this scholarship. It provides
us with an exploration of the linkages
between school and work as oppor-
{unities for women for schooling and
employment increased.

Rury has an important thesis, has
asked provocative and fundamental
questions, and has used diverse and
rich sources to support this thesis and
answer the questions posed. Educa-
tion and Women's Work explores the
refationship between school and work
with women as the focal point, It ar-
gues that this relationship shifted
profoundty as both schools and
women’s work changed between 1870
and 1930. The result, says Rury, has





