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both of them in turn elements in a
process of state formation that in-
volved the intensive administration of
populations. In nineteenth-century
Canada, in the absence of reliable
population censuses, educational ad-
ministration generated returns of the
juvenile population which were used
by state officials 1o chart population
movements.  For example, Willian
Hutton, a former Canada West school
inspector who became secretary o the
Canadian Bureau of Regisuation and
Statistics, applicd multipliers to educa-
tional returms of school-age children 1o
calculate population movenients in the
absence of a quinquennial censug, and
sought to endist school teachers as cen-
sus enumerators. In terms of person-
nel and objectives, the educational and
statistical projects were closely re-
lated.

Again, both the educational and
the broader statistical projects were
normalizing and disciplinary projects.
They specified identitics for citizens
and subjects, codified, organized, and
represented their experiences, tied the
conditions of life, health, and security
to their occupation of administrative
calegories. The statistical knowledges
these projects produced constituted
political resources which could be mo-
bilized by members of social classes
and groups in the pursuit of interests.

Thus George Emery’s work de-
serves the close attention of historical
sociologists of education. But it also
deserves our critical attention in some
respects, for Emery skirts around a
number of issucs. While he rejects a
naively positivist rendering of vital
statistics, there are clear, but unexam-
ined, limits to his constructivist posi-

tion. His discussion of definitions of
life at birth, for instance, docs not pre-
vent him from sustaining a seemingly
unexamined concept of “complete-
ness”™ in registration.  And while he
sees clearly that statistical knowledge
is shaped by soctal conditions, official
policy, and political interests, he seems
1o wish (o sustain an empirical histori-
cal demography. The issues involved
are complex; more discussion of them
would be welcome.

George Emery’s book raises ques-
tions of broad concern and constitules
an important contribution 1o its field.
It takes an important step in the move-
ment {from positivism 1o indetermi-
nacy in historical analysis.

Bruce Curtis
Carleton University

John Neubauer. The Fin-de-Sidcle
Culture of Adolescence. New Haven
and London; Yale University Press,
1992, Pp. xv, 288, itlus, $30.60 U.S,
cloth,

The Fin-de-Siécle Culture of Ado-
lescence is a transformative example
of the “new” cultwral history and a
bold, immensely rich, and fascinating
exercise in “textualism.” There is no
new master natrative of adolescence
here. To convey the distinctiveness of
The Fin-de-Siécle Culture of Adoles-
cence, we have 1o foreground its meth-
odological and theoretical framework.,
The “new” cullural history is con-
cerned first and foremost with the role



of discourse and texts in the construg-
tion of reality. As Lloyd Kramer ex-
plains, “the one truly distinguishing
feature of the new cultural approach to
history is the pervasive influence of
recent literary criticism, which has
taught historians Lo recognize the ac-
tive role of language, {exis, and narra-
tive structures in the creation and
description of historical reality” {Lynn
Huni, ed., The New Cultural History,
pp. 97-98). For historians who have
not made the linguistic turn, Richard
Rory’s description of “textualism”
might also be helpful. “In the Jast cen-
tury,” Rorty observes, “there wese phi-
losophers who argued that nothing
exists but ideas. In our century there
are people who write as if there were
nothing but texts.... These people..t
shall call “textualists.”” He continues,
“Whereas nineieenth century idcalism
wanted 1o substitute one sort of science
{philosophy} for another (natural sci-
ence) as the center of culture, twentieth
century 1extualism wants to place lit-
erature in the center and to treat both
science and philosophy as, at best, lit-
erary genres” (The Consequences of
Pragmatist, pp. 139-41).

John Neubauer is unabashedly
textualist, Many of the theoretical as-
sumptions undergirding The Fin-de-
Siecle Culture of Adolescence are
echoes upon themes developed in the
work of Saussure, Barthes, La Capra,
White, Geertz, Foucault, and Derrida,
Adolescence is an “invention,” a cul-
tural construction, an tmaginative
preduct of the human mind.
Neubauer’s project is to study the rep-
resentational space in which adoles-
cence was constructed, in which
adolescents identificd themselves, and
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from which statements about adoles-
cence derived their meaning.  This
space is discourse or text, All texts on
adolescence—-literary, social scien-
tific, or visual—comprise a single, unt-
fied discursive field or grand language
system, whether psychology, psycho-
analysis, anthropology, fiction, art,
autobiography, memoir, or diary. But
Neubauer, a professor of comparative
literature at the University of Amster-
dam, privileges novels, plays, and
other artistic productions over social
scientific texts. Neubauer’s interpre-
tive starting point is the sovereignty of
rhetoric, Neubauer applies Formalist
modes of literary analysis to all lexts
on adolescence, an approach which
foregrounds narrative mode, choice of
allegories, analogies, similes, meta-
phars, and other tropes and {igurative
devices that are al work in these texts
and which endow them with effect,
Ultimately, Neubauer has to come (o
{erms with the function of discourse
and 1exts in the construction of reality.
$1ilf, even when he discusses fin-de-
sidcle youth movements, organiza-
tions, and institutions, (exts remain at
the core of this book; yvouth move-
ments, organizations, and institutions
all are derivative from and imitative of
literature.  There is no escaping the
discursive. Neubauer turns traditional
hierarchies in which Ast reflects Life
on their head; Life imitates Art or, in
Derrida’s famous words, “II '’y a pas
de hors texte”—there is no “outside
lexy”

Neubauer’s history is not a linear
or chronological narrative in which
one thing neatly follows another. His
chapters are composed like a group of
stories which tend to cluster and co-
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agulate synchronicatly, rather than (o
develop per se, and within a relatively
narrow time frame; each of his chap-
ters suggests a different but comple-
mentary perspective on the discursive
fandscape of adolescence in Germany,
Austria, England, France, and, less so,
the U.S., between roughly 1890 and
1920. Neubauer argues that in the
West, adolescence was “invented”
around the turn of the century by crea-
tive writers, and artists. German play-
wright Frank Wedekind’s Friihlings
Erwachen (1891) 1s a seminal event in
the history of adolescence. Its main
themes (fater to be echoed in G. Stan-
ley Hall’s monumenial Adelescence):
adolescence 1s a special period of life
defined by ambivalence, underlying
sexual confusion, and preoccupation
with questions of identity. The play
containg an implicit plea that adoles-
cents be granted freedom for experi-
mentation, time (o {ind their authentic
self, time to resolve their identity cri-
sis; a plea that adolescents be granted
a moratorium before assuming the re-
sponsibilities of adulthood.

Friihlings Erwachen spawned a
wave of novels, memoirs, diaries, art
works, and social scientific tracts por-
traying adolescenl miseries.
Neubauer’s reach is vast. He not only
carries on a dialogue with Kett, Gillis,
Demos, Plats, Laslett, Mosse, Schor-
ske, and just about every other relevant
social or intellectual historian, but his
“sources” include novelists Maurice
Barrés, Alain-Fournier, Cocteau,
Flaubert, Gide, Hesse, Joyce, Hugo
Hofmannsthal, Molnar, Musil, Jac-
ques de Lacretelle, and Raymond
Radiquei; psychologists Eduard
Spranger, Ludwig Gurlitt, Pierre Men-

dousse, Charlotie Biihler, and always
Hall; psychoanalysts Freud, Karen
Horney, and Andreas Salomé; painters
and sculptors Munch, Kirchner, Klimt,
Kokoschka, Egon Schiele, and George
Minne; as well as school reformers
Cecil Reddie, Demelins, Lietz, and
Wyneken, Neubauer proposes that
adolescence “came of age” in the dec-
ades around 1900, not only because the
term itself had little currency carlier,
but because interlocking discourses
about adolescence emerged simultane-
ously in these decades in the West in
psychoanalysis, psychology, criminal
justice, pedagogy, and sociclogy, as
well as in literature, The term “adoles-
cence” may have been used sporadi-
cally earlier, he says, “but the
appearance of these interlocking dis-
courses testifies that human life was
perceived in terms of a new category
by the end of the nincteenth century™
{p. 6). Discourse was a decisive force
in shaping the “culture of adolescence”
not simply because adolescence be-
came the subject of so many turn-of-
the-century aduli discourses, but
because, inversely, the language, lit-
erature, and artistic self-expressions,
products of the adult mind, guided ado-
lescent identity formation and social-
izing within the peer group;
adolescence s first constructed and
then lived. That is to say, adolescents
never appear “in the wild,” to use Fou-
cault's expression, they arc always in
period costume,

[t was not merely the quantity, di-
versity, and simultancous appearance
of literary discourses about adoles-
cence that was critical in the construc-
tion of the fin-de-siecle culture of
adolescence.  What was critical was



the audicnee’s reception of the fiterary
portrayal of adolescence.  And the
unigue power or effect of the literary
portrayal of adolescence lay in its rhe-
torical inventiveness; its deployment
of new narrative forms, genses, and
metaphorics,  Novelists thematized
adolescent identity as a “problem of
articulation,” of finding a discourse 10
grasp the expericnce of adolescence
and 1o represent adolescence to the
world, which led them (o certain opera-
live metaphors which became central
in their representation of adolescent
culture, c.g., doors, walls, gates, gar-
dens, and, above all, bridges, Creative
writers and artists experimented with
anti-realist, Modemist forms of repre-
sentation—impressionist, expression-
ist, surrealist—which, Neubauer
claims, were well suited not only to
represent the fluctuations and divi-
sions of the adolescent mind, but re-
{lected an epoch; the whole of Western
Furope scemed to be going through an
adolescent identity crisis.

In Barres® novels, Neubauer sees
a portentous shift in the literary por-
trayal of adolescence.  Adolescenis
usually were portrayed as torn between
their quest for individuality and loyalty
and attachment 1o the peer group. In
Barres” Le Culte du moi (1891) and
especially Les Déracinés (1897), the
adolescent resolution of the identity
crisis comes in sliving o overcome
individualism and self-cultivation
through reintegration into the adult
commumity and a shared national tra-
dition. Bames’ novels mirrored the
growth of chauvinism and racism in
pre-war France and helped in turn o
instill these qualities in French adoles-
cenls growing up around 1900, Bar-
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rés’ anti-individuaiism, Neubauer
says, accorded with the general politi-
cal shift towards a collectivism that
psychologically prepared for war.
Thus, says Neubauer, Barres both an-
ticipated and encouraged the shift from
“Le Culie du moi” to the reintegration
of “the comrades in the trenches™ dur-
ing the War. There is a more ominous
development in the German lilerature
of adelescence. In the novels of Her-
man Hesse, Neubauer traces a move-
ment {rom the quest for an authentic
self 1o discipleship to a “fithrer™ or
surrender to “the whispering voice of
blood.”  Ulumately, German youth,
like French youth, solve their identity
crisis and find their authentic selves in
submergence in the “camaraderie of
the trenches.”

There are so many riches in The
Fin-de Siécle Culture of Adolescence
that there is not enough space in this
review 0 do more than browse awhile,
Adolescence is not a family affair for
Neubauer, In fact, parenis are the ab-
sent text of The Fin-de-Siécle Culture
af Adolescence. Lilerary texts, af least
belore the Great War, says Neubauer,
exemplify the proposition that the peer
group provided the primary context for
adolescent socialization and identity
formation and that education by the
peer group outweighed parents and all
other influences, Unless the adoles-
cent was Jewish, Lacratelle’s Silber-
mann portrays the powerful force of
the miliew upon adolescent identity
formation. Silbarmann may start with
diffuse identity but is compelled by
anti-semilism 10 become a Jew; his
adolescent identity crisis is solved for
him. (Here, and in a few other places
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as well, Neubauer shows himself 1o be
a fweak” extualist.)

Neubauer has a brilliant chapter
on “Visualizing Adolescence,” focus-
ing on representations of adolescence
in the painting and sculpture of Munch,
Kirchner, Kokoschka, and the Briicke
group who, he claims, gave a decisive
turn {o the representation of female
adolescence in art beginning around
1890. Frequently painted on bridges,
their tormented, mask-like adult faces
and child-like bodies, says Neubauer,
“project the paintefs’ own troubled
sense of identity in the parental ma-
rix” of fin-de-siécle Vienna, Ham-
burg, Berlin, and Paris, In another
chapter with the punning title, “The
Adolescence of Psychoanalysis,”
Neubeuer deconstructs Freud’s “Dora”
case study as a particular kind of nar-
rative about an adolescent girl with
Freud as the feading actor, sole editor
of the final text, and stage direcior;
Dora, as the chapter’s title wryly sug-
gests, was a “victim” of the “adoles-
cence” of psychoanalysis. Neuwbauer
finds more validity in Karen Horney’s
adolescent diaries than in all the theo-
retical work she produced while she
was 4 disciple of the “father figures”™ of
Freud, Abraham, and Adler. The psy-
chologists?  Though psychologists
called for freedom for adolescence,
freedom was to be tolerated only as
long as it posed no threat to the existing
order. G, Stanley Hall and his col-
leagues claimed to approach adoles-
cence with scientific impartiality but
they defined human nature in terms of
their own restrictive values. Neubauer
skewers Hall in one sentence. Adoles-
cence “overwhelmed...scientific col-
leagues with empirical data and

mesmerized the lay public with myste.
rious chants™ (p. 143). Schools play a
relatively minor role in The Fin-de-
Siécle Culture of Adolescence, In lit-
erary adolescence we do nol see
adolescents in school, says Neubauer,
for this is not where their real educa-
tion takes place, Schools are portrayed
mainly as setlings in which, in the
games, cliques, and fights of the school
yard, adolescents leamn the art of sur-
vival.

Neubauer finally turns his gaze 10
the relation between texts and the
world, as he moves from fanguage,
texts, and discourse to “material” real-
ity. Neubauer’s chapter, “Youth Or-
ganizations and Movements,” is
sobering. Adolescence was invented
with the intent of liberating youth, But
free adolescents exist only in fiction:
“The social emancipation of adoles-
cence amounted (o the formation of
institutions that engaged them for
communal purposes or some ideal {u-
tuce humanity.” Baden-Powell, Lictz,
Wyncken, the English Boy Scout
movement, the German Wandervogel,
the Alliance frangaise, the religious
youth organizations, “all in their own
way, advocated loyalty, discipline, al-
truism, and submission of the individ-
ual to the community or an ideal” (p.
182). But this is not the point at which
Neubaver can end. Neubauer’s entire
approach is discourse-or-text-driven.
The Fin-de-Siécle Culture of Adoles-
cence begins and ends in literary texts,
Neubauer gives us an account of
school reform experiments and youth
movements and organizations shaped
by stories. The experiments in secon-
dary education of Lietz and Wyneken
were reconstituted from contemporary



literature representations of adoles-
cence and borrowings from fictional
narratives glorifying nature and the
natural. The formative idea of a uto-
pian “education province” in Goethe’s
William Meister’s Wanderjahre may
20 4 long way toward explaining why
reform pedagogy became more impor-
1ant in Germany than in France! Imi-
tations of fiction structared the readity
of the Boy Scouts and the German
youth movements. The riwals, prac-
tices, and ethics of the Boy Scouts and
the Wandervogel were distilled from
contemporary discourses about ado-
lescence, chivalric romances, and
popular novels of the day. The Wan-
dervogel play at American Indians.
And Baden-Powell found the inspira-
tion for his Boy Scout movement in Sir
Thomas Mallory’s Le Morie o Arthur,
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes sto-
ries, and Kipling's Kim.

The Fin-de-Siécte Culture of Ado-
lescence itself as Hterature is Modern-
ist: impressionistic, fragmented,
amorphous, almost to the point of be-
ing formless, and indeterminate. The
Fin-de-Siécle Culture of Adolescence
doesn’t conclude so much as just end,
abruptly and ambigucusly. All texts
are ensnared in the matrices of ideol-
ogy: “Ideology cannot be eliminated
from literature. Like adolescent
minds, texts speak with many voices;
again and again they also bombard us
with saving messages from the soeap-
box” (p.219). The end. This mawkish
ending is not encouraging. Neubauer
will not refer to the present. He neither
projects the present omio the past, or
the past onto the present. Bui
Neubauer cannot have studied the past
“for its own sake.” The ending of The
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Fin-de-Siécle Culture of Adolescence
is unsettling. Neubauer's {inal words
are unaccountably cheerful. The ques-
fion remains not what happened next.
We know what happened after 1920.
The question is, what happens now?
Whither adolescence at our {in-de-
siccle? Who are the adults who will
deliver adolescents from the “culture
of adolescence™ at our fin-de-sidcle,
and from what “soapbox” will their
“saving message” come?

Sol Cohen
University of California, Los Angeles

Michael Mitterauer. A History of
Youth, trans. Graeme Dunphy. Ox-
ford: Blackwell, 1992. Pp. 256,
%49.95 U.S. cloth, $19.95U.S. paper.

Michael Mitterauer’s A History of
Youth attempts to provide a critical
overview of the history of youth in
Europe from the Middle Ages until the
present time, The book is organized
thematically in order to investigate
“the immediate world in which young
people lived in the past,” through the
institutions of family, workplace,
school, and the youth group. Mit-
teraucr argues that changing economic
and social conditions did much to in-
fluence historical understandings of
youth as a separate stage of human
development, as well as 10 shape the
expericnce of adolescence over time
and space. The bulk of the material in
this book forms a catalogue of these
developments.
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